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Hailed by feminists and scholars as one of the most important contributions to women's studies in recent
decades, Slavenka Drakulic’s gripping, beautifully written account—newly reissued in paperback—describes
the daily struggles of women under the Marxist regime in the former republic of Yugoslavia.

In this provocative, acutely observed essay collection, renowned journalist, novelist, and non-fiction writer
Slavenka Drakulic writes with wit and heart about her experiences under communism—as well as those of
other Eastern Europeans, primarily women, who lived and suffered behind the Iron Curtain. A portrayal of
the reality behind the rhetoric, her essays also chronicle the consequences of these regimes: The Berlin Wall
may have fallen, but ideology cannot be dismantled so quickly, and a lifetime lived in fear cannot be so
easily forgotten.

Many of the pieces focus on the intense connection Drakulic discovers between material things and the
expression of one’s spirit, individuality, and femininity—an inevitable byproduct of a lifestyle that, through
its rejection of capitalism and commoditization, ends up fetishizing both. She describes the moment one man
was able, for the first time in his life, to eat a banana: He gobbled it down, skin and all, enthralled by its
texture. Drakulic herself marvels at finding fresh strawberries in N.Y.C. in December, and the feel of the
quality of the paper in an issue of Vogue.

As Drakulic delves into the particular hardships facing women—who are not merely the victims of sexism,
but of regimes that prevent them from having even the most basic material means by which to express
themselves—she describes the desperate lengths to which they would go to find cosmetics or clothes that
made them feel feminine in a society where such a feeling was regarded as a bourgeois affectation. There is
little room for privacy in communal housing, and the banishment of many time-saving devices, combined
with a focus on manual labor, meant women were slaves to domestic responsibility in a way that their
Western peers would find unfathomable. From this vantage point, she provides a pointed critique of Western
feminism as a movement borne out of privilege.

How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed is a compelling, brilliant account of what it was really like
to live under Communist rule and its inevitable repercussions.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

This How We Survived Communism & Even Laughed book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of How We Survived Communism & Even Laughed without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry How We Survived
Communism & Even Laughed can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This How We Survived
Communism & Even Laughed having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Caceres:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit
your needs but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This
How We Survived Communism & Even Laughed is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Bessie Starns:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is How We Survived Communism & Even Laughed.

Joyce Williams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and How We Survived Communism & Even
Laughed or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any
other book likes How We Survived Communism & Even Laughed to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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