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Beating Time & Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era chronicles the shifting relationships between
ideas about time in music and science from the sixteenth through the early nineteenth centuries. Centered on
theories of musical meter, the book investigates the interdependence between theories of meter and
conceptualizations of time from the age of Zarlino to the invention of the metronome. These formulations
have evolved throughout the history of Western music, reflecting fundamental reevaluations not only of
music but also of time itself. Drawing on paradigms from the history of science and technology and the
history of philosophy, author Roger Mathew Grant illustrates ways in which theories of meter and time,
informed by one another, have manifested themselves in the field of music.

During the long eighteenth century, treatises on subjects such as aesthetics, music theory, mathematics, and
natural philosophy began to reflect an understanding of time as an absolute quantity, independent of events.
This gradual but conclusive change had a profound impact on the network of ideas connecting time, meter,
character, and tempo. Investigating the impacts of this change, Grant explores the timekeeping techniques -
musical and otherwise - that implemented this conceptual shift, both technologically and materially.

Bringing together diverse strands of thought in a broader intellectual history of temporality, Grant's study
fills an unexpected yet conspicuous gap in the history of music theory, and is essential reading for music
theorists and composers as well as historical musicologists and practitioners of historically informed
performance.
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From reader reviews:

Elnora Perry:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in
Music Theory) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Claude Gonzalez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Beating
Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern
Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Fredrick Alfred:

This Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great
manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era
(Oxford Studies in Music Theory) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Joy Carlson:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Beating Time and Measuring Music in the
Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a



lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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