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The catastrophe of the First World War, and the destruction, revolution, and enduring hostilities it wrought,
make the issue of its origins a perennial puzzle. Since World War II, Germany has been viewed as the
primary culprit. Now, in a major reinterpretation of the conflict, Sean McMeekin rejects the standard notions
of the war's beginning as either a Germano-Austrian preemptive strike or a "tragedy of miscalculation."
Instead, he proposes that the key to the outbreak of violence lies in St. Petersburg.

It was Russian statesmen who unleashed the war through conscious policy decisions based on imperial
ambitions in the Near East. Unlike their civilian counterparts in Berlin, who would have preferred to localize
the Austro-Serbian conflict, Russian leaders desired a more general war so long as British participation was
assured. The war of 1914 was launched at a propitious moment for harnessing the might of Britain and
France to neutralize the German threat to Russia's goal: partitioning the Ottoman Empire to ensure control of
the Straits between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean.

Nearly a century has passed since the guns fell silent on the western front. But in the lands of the former
Ottoman Empire, World War I smolders still. Sunnis and Shiites, Arabs and Jews, and other regional
antagonists continue fighting over the last scraps of the Ottoman inheritance. As we seek to make sense of
these conflicts, McMeekin's powerful exposé of Russia's aims in the First World War will illuminate our
understanding of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Russian Origins of the
First World War. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Kenneth Allen:

The actual book The Russian Origins of the First World War will bring that you the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
study, this book very suited to you. The book The Russian Origins of the First World War is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Jose Banks:

The book untitled The Russian Origins of the First World War is the reserve that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of The Russian Origins of the First World War from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Sherry Holsey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their interest.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Russian Origins of the First World War can make you sense more interested to
read.
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