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Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga offers thirty-one previously
published essays by Tomás Ó Cathasaigh, which together constitute a magisterial survey of early Irish
narrative literature in the vernacular.
 
Ó Cathasaigh has been called “the father of early Irish literary criticism,” with writings among the most
influential in the field. He pioneered the analysis of the classic early Irish tales as literary texts, a
breakthrough at a time when they were valued mainly as repositories of grammatical forms, historical data,
and mythological debris. All four of the Mythological, Ulster, King, and Finn Cycles are represented here in
readings of richness, complexity, and sophistication, supported by absolute philological rigor and yet easy
for the non-specialist to follow. The book covers key terms, important characters, recurring themes,
rhetorical strategies, and the narrative logic of this literature. It also surveys the work of the many others
whose explorations were launched by Ó Cathasaigh's first encounters with the literature.
 
As the most authoritative single volume on the essential texts and themes of early Irish saga, this collection
will be an indispensable resource for established scholars, and an ideal introduction for newcomers to one of
the richest and most under-studied literatures of medieval Europe.
 
“Tomás Ó Cathasaigh is that rare scholar in Celtic studies whose work has much to say not only to advanced
scholars in the field but also to specialists dealing with other literatures, comparative mythologists, and
undergraduates. Our understanding of medieval Irish epic and saga is immeasurably enriched by his elegant
writing style, his erudition, and his wide-ranging critical eye. It is indeed a bounteous blessing, then, to have
collected in this volume Ó Cathasaigh’s best, most representative, and most useful work.”       
—Joseph Nagy, University of California, Los Angeles

"A turning-point in Celtic studies occurred in 1981 when Tomás Ó Cathasaigh began a series of thematic
studies of Irish sagas, starting with ‘The Theme of Lommrad.’ Now, three decades later, his ground-breaking
collection of essays has been gathered together in a book. The student experience has been transformed. No
essay or article on Irish sagas can be written without consulting Professor Ó Cathasaigh’s close readings. We
are all in debt to him, Matthieu Boyd, and the University of Notre Dame Press." —Patrick Sims-Williams,
Aberystwyth University, Wales
 
"Tomás Ó Cathasaigh has long been known for his sensitive and superbly nuanced readings of early Irish
literature. This impeccably edited collection brings together his most important articles of the past thirty
years, many of which appeared originally in anthologies and periodicals not always easy to find outside
Ireland. Ó Cathasaigh's deep learning and profound insights are evident on every page. This is truly a 'must-
have' book both for specialists in Celtic and for all medievalists interested in vernacular culture and the
intersection of native and Latin traditions." —Robin Stacey, University of Washington
 
"To read Tomás Ó Cathasaigh’s essays gathered and ordered in this splendid volume is to explore the web of
early Irish literature with a learned and witty guide. Each chapter stops at a particular point in the early Irish
literary record, but the light that Ó Cathasaigh sheds on each text or theme illumines the entirety of the



landscape. His close attention to the nuances of language and his finely tuned sense of social relationships in
medieval Ireland are but two of the qualities that make Ó Cathasaigh perhaps the most skilled reader that
early Irish literature has ever had. Coire Sois will be an indispensable vade mec
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Tipton:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Coire Sois, The Cauldron
of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Michael Kautz:

Here thing why this specific Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A
Companion to Early Irish Saga giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to
Early Irish Saga. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish
Saga in e-book can be your alternate.

Penny Risley:

The reason? Because this Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Helene Anderson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Coire
Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early Irish Saga your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation



which maybe you never get just before. The Coire Sois, The Cauldron of Knowledge: A Companion to Early
Irish Saga giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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