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This provocative analysis and critique of American representations of Oceania and Oceanians from the
nineteenth century to the present, argues that imperial fantasies have glossed over a complex, violent history.
It introduces the concept of ‘American Pacificism’, a theoretical framework that draws on contemporary
theories of friendship, hospitality and tourism to refigure established debates around ‘orientalism’ for an
Oceanian context.

Paul Lyons explores American-Islander relations and traces the ways in which two fundamental conceptions
of Oceania have been entwined in the American imagination. On the one hand, the Pacific islands are seen as
economic and geopolitical ‘stepping stones’, rather than ends in themselves, whilst on the other they are
viewed as ends of the earth or ‘cultural limits’, unencumbered by notions of sin, antitheses to the industrial
worlds of economic and political modernity. However, both conceptions obscure not only Islander cultures,
but also innovative responses to incursion. The islands instead emerge in relation to American national
identity, as places for scientific discovery, soul-saving and civilizing missions, manhood-testing adventure,
nuclear testing and eroticized furloughs between maritime work and warfare.

Ranging from first contact and the colonial archive through to postcolonialism and global tourism, this
thought-provoking volume draws upon a wide, rewarding collection of literary works, historical and cultural
scholarship, government documents and tourist literature.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Sosa:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This American Pacificism: Oceania in the
U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures) is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kathryn Patterson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial
Literatures), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Florence Taylor:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American
Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research in Postcolonial Literatures), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Effie Morris:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. American Pacificism: Oceania in the U.S. Imagination (Routledge Research
in Postcolonial Literatures) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.
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