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Drug disasters from Thalidomide to Opren, and other less dramatic cases of drug injury, raise questions
about whether the testing and control of medicines provides satisfactory protection for the public. In this
revealing study, John Abrahan develops a theoretically challenging realist approach, in order to probe deeply
into the work of scientists in the pharmaceutical industry and governmental drug regulatory authorities on
both sides of the Atlantic. Through the examination of contemporary controversial case studies, he exposes
how the commercial interest of drug manufacturers are consistently given the benefit of the scientific doubts
about medicine safety and effectiveness, over and above the best interests of patients.; A highly original
combination of philosophical rigour, historical sensitivity and empirical depth enables the "black box" of
industrial and government science to be opened up to critical scrutiny much more than in previous social
scientific study. All major aspects of drug testing and regulation are considered, including pre- clinical
animal tests, clinical trials and postmarketing surveillance of adverse drug reactions. The author argues that
drug regulators are too dependent on pharmaceutical industry resources and expertise, and too divorced from
public accountability. The problem of corporate bias is particularly severe in the UK, where regulatory
decisions about medicine safety are shrouded in greater secrecy than in the US.; Since the purpose of drug
regulation should be to maximize the safety and effectiveness of medicines for patients, the public needs and
deserves policies to counteract corporate bias in drug testing and evaluation. John Abraham's realist analysis
provides a robust basis for policy interventions at the institutional and legislative levels. He proposes that
corporate bias could be reduced by more extensive freedom of information, greater autonomy of government
scientists from pharmaceutical industry, the development of independent drug testing by the regulatory
authority, increased patient representation on regulatory committees, and more frequent and thorough
oversight of regulatory performance by the legislature. This book should be of interest to anyone who cares
about how medicines should be controlled in modern society. It should prove particularly rewarding for
students and researchers in the sociology of science and technology, science and medicines policy, medical
sociologists, the medical and pharmaceutical professions, and consumer organizations.
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From reader reviews:

Latasha Sutterfield:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Science,
Politics And The Pharmaceutical Industry: Controversy And Bias In Drug Regulation.

David Boggs:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Science, Politics And The Pharmaceutical Industry: Controversy And Bias In Drug Regulation the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Science, Politics And The
Pharmaceutical Industry: Controversy And Bias In Drug Regulation giving you another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tammy Kovar:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. Science, Politics And The Pharmaceutical Industry: Controversy And Bias In Drug
Regulation can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Laurie Cales:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Science, Politics And The
Pharmaceutical Industry: Controversy And Bias In Drug Regulation can be the reply, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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