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Abe Fortas was a New Dealer, a sub-cabinet official, the founder of an eminent Washington law firm, a lose
adviser to Lyndon Johnson, and a Supreme Court justice. Nominated by Johnson to be Chief Justice, he was
rejected by Congress and resigned from the Court early in the Nixon administration under a cloud of
impending scandal. This engrossing book-the first full biography of Abe Fortas-tells his dramatic story.
Drawing on Fortas's previously unavailable personal papers, on numerous archives, and on extensive
interviews with his family and associates, Laura Kalman, a historian and lawyer illuminates Fortas's
evolution from New Dealer to Washington lawyer to Great Society liberal, and in so doing also provides a
unique view of American liberalism from the 1930s through the 1960s. "There was no single Abe Fortas,"
writes Kalman. "There was a variety of personae, and Fortas moved comfortably from one to another."
Kalman describes Fortas's various personae: The boy who as "Fiddlin' Abe" played the violin in dance bands
to earn spending money and who grew to consider chamber music the love of his life; The Jew who cared
more about Israel than Judaism; The civil libertarian who worked for irascible Harold Ickes as Under
Secretary of the Interior during the New Deal, who defended those charged with disloyalty by Joseph
McCarthy, and who promoted social justice on the Court; The urbane corporate lawyer whose friends
became clients and whose clients became friends; The brilliant legal tactician who secured Lyndon Johnson's
Senate seat in 1948 and whose successful defense of the Gideon case was described by William O. Douglas
as "the best single argument" he heard in all his years on the Supreme Court; The Supreme Court justice who
willingly risked compromising his judicial integrity to advise President Johnson; The man who hobnobbed
with the powerful yet was powerless to combat the attacks against him when he was a Supreme Court justice,
and whose resignation from the Court contributed to the destruction of the liberal agenda for social reform.
Reflecting on the various aspects of Fortas's enigmatic personality and the events of his life, Kalman creates
a new portrait of the man that is more insightful and complete than any yet published. Engagingly written
and superbly researched, this is the authoritative account of Fortas and the legal and political history he
helped to shape.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

The book Abe Fortas: A Biography gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Abe Fortas: A Biography for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Abe Fortas: A
Biography. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

John Lee:

This book untitled Abe Fortas: A Biography to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Robert King:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Abe Fortas: A Biography, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Phillip Martin:

The book untitled Abe Fortas: A Biography contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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