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The shape, lineation, and prosody of postmodern poems are extravagantly inventive, imbuing both form and
content with meaning. Through a survey of American poetry and poetics from the end of World War II to the
present, Michael Golston traces the proliferation of these experiments to a growing fascination with allegory
in philosophy, linguistics, critical theory, and aesthetics, introducing new strategies for reading American
poetry while embedding its formal innovations within the history of intellectual thought.

Beginning with Walter Benjamin's explicit understanding of Surrealism as an allegorical art, Golston defines
a distinct engagement with allegory among philosophers, theorists, and critics from 1950 to today. Reading
Fredric Jameson, Angus Fletcher, Roland Barthes, and Craig Owens, and working with the semiotics of
Charles Sanders Pierce, Golston develops a theory of allegory he then applies to the poems of Louis
Zukofsky and Lorine Niedecker, who, he argues, wrote in response to the Surrealists; the poems of John
Ashbery and Clark Coolidge, who incorporated formal aspects of filmmaking and photography into their
work; the groundbreaking configurations of P. Inman, Lyn Hejinian, Myung Mi Kim, and the Language
poets; Susan Howe's "Pierce-Arrow," which he submits to semiotic analysis; and the innovations of Craig
Dworkin and the conceptualists. Revitalizing what many consider to be a staid rhetorical trope, Golston
positions allegory as a creative catalyst behind American poetry's postwar avant-garde achievements.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

The book Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Brown:

This Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Poetic Machinations: Allegory,
Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic
Form giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bruce Benedict:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Poetic Machinations:
Allegory, Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Poetic Machinations: Allegory,
Surrealism, and Postmodern Poetic Form become your current starter.

Karena Figueroa:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Poetic Machinations: Allegory, Surrealism, and
Postmodern Poetic Form can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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