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How do we feel when our friend turns up with a holiday present and we have nothing ready to give in
exchange? What lies behind our small social panics and the maneuvers we use, to avoid losing face?
Recognizing how much we care about how others see us, this wise and witty book tackles the complex
subject of humiliation and the emotions that keep us going as self-respecting social actors.

William Ian Miller writes astutely about a host of homely and seemingly banal social occasions and shows us
what is buried behind them. In his view, our lives are permeated with sometimes merely uncomfortable,
sometimes hair-raising rituals of shame and humiliation. Take the unwanted dinner invitation, the exchange
of valentines in grade school, or the "diabolically ingenious invention of the bridal registry." Readers will
have no trouble recognizing the social situations he finds indicative of our often perilous dealings with each
other.

Educated as a literary critic and philologist, by profession a historian of medieval Iceland, by employment a
law professor, Miller ranges comfortably beyond his areas of formal expertise to talk about emotions across
time and culture. His scenarios are based on incidents from his own college town and from the Iceland of the
sagas. He also makes incursions into the emotional worlds represented in the Middle English poem, Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight, and in some of the works of Shakespeare, Dostoyevsky, and others. Indeed,
one theme that gradually becomes specific is how meaning travels from one culture to another. Ancient
codes of honor, he insists, still function in contemporary American life.

Some of Miller's narratives are unsettling, and he acknowledges that a certain ironical misanthropy may run
through his discussions. But he succeeds in cutting through a mountain of pretensions to entertain and
enlighten us.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Humiliation: And Other Essays on Honor, Social
Discomfort, and Violence will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It
is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jacob Lehr:

Humiliation: And Other Essays on Honor, Social Discomfort, and Violence can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Humiliation: And
Other Essays on Honor, Social Discomfort, and Violence although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Christina Webb:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Humiliation: And Other
Essays on Honor, Social Discomfort, and Violence which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

Jeff Weaver:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Humiliation: And Other Essays on Honor, Social Discomfort, and Violence. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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