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American Tantalus argues that modern Us fictions often grow preoccupied by tantalisation. This keyword
might seem commonplace; thesauruses, certainly, often lump it in with tease and torment in their general
inventories of desire. Such lists, however, mislead. Just as most Us dictionaries have in fact long recognised
tantalise's origins in The Odyssey, so they have defined it as the unique desire we feel for objects that (like
the fruit and water once cruelly placed before Tantalus) lie within our reach yet withdraw from our attempts
to touch them.

On these terms, American Tantalus shows, tantalise not only describes a particular kind of thwarted desire,
but also one that dominates modern Us fiction to a remarkable extent. For this term specifically evokes the
yearning to touch alienated or virginal objects that we find examined by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Toni Cade
Bambara, Richard Wright and Toni Morrison; and it also indicates the insatiable pursuit of the horizon so
important to Willa Cather and Edith Wharton among others. This eclectic canon indeed "prefers" the
dictionary to the thesaurus: unreachable destinations and untouched commodities here indeed tantalise,
inviting gestures of inquiry from which they then recoil. This focus, while lodging cycles of tantalisation at
the very heart of American myth, holds profound implications for our understanding of modernity, and, in
particular, of the cultural genesis of the commodity as a form.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This American Tantalus: Horizons, Happiness, and
the Impossible Pursuits of US Literature and Culture is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Adam Sea:

The event that you get from American Tantalus: Horizons, Happiness, and the Impossible Pursuits of US
Literature and Culture is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but American
Tantalus: Horizons, Happiness, and the Impossible Pursuits of US Literature and Culture giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this American Tantalus: Horizons, Happiness, and
the Impossible Pursuits of US Literature and Culture instantly.

Micheal Ruiz:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Tantalus: Horizons,
Happiness, and the Impossible Pursuits of US Literature and Culture can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Patricia Ackermann:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book American Tantalus: Horizons, Happiness, and the Impossible Pursuits of US Literature and
Culture. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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