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This study explores the ways in which the desert, as topographical space and cultural presence, shaped and
reshaped concepts and images of America. Once a territory outside the geopolitical and cultural borders of
the United States, the deserts of the West and Southwest have since emerged as canonical American
landscapes. Drawing on the critical concepts of American studies and on questions and problems raised in
recent debates on ecocriticism, The Poetics and Politics of the Desert investigates the spatial rhetoric of
America as it developed in view of arid landscapes since the mid-nineteenth century. Gersdorf argues that
the integration of the desert into America catered to the entire spectrum of ideological and political responses
to the history and culture of the US, maintaining that the Americanization of this landscape was and
continues to be staged within the idiomatic parameters and in reaction to the discursive authority of four
spatial metaphors: garden, wilderness, Orient, and heterotopia.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book The Poetics and Politics of the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America. (Spatial
Practices) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book The Poetics and Politics of the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America.
(Spatial Practices)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Poetics and Politics of
the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America. (Spatial Practices) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Guillen:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Poetics and Politics of
the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America. (Spatial Practices) is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

David Robinson:

The particular book The Poetics and Politics of the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America.
(Spatial Practices) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell
out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
The Poetics and Politics of the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of America. (Spatial Practices) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Joseph Mesta:

Exactly why? Because this The Poetics and Politics of the Desert: Landscape and the Construction of
America. (Spatial Practices) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having



that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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