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The garden—a place for refined pleasure and spiritual relaxation—has its roots in ancient China. Western
travelers from Marco Polo onward marveled at the intricacy, the elaborate buildings, the subtle design, and
the assured use of plants, water, and natural materials in Chinese landscapes. The Great Gardens of China
shows, through stunning original photography and cogent text, both the visual splendors of China’s finest
gardens and explains their ideas and techniques in accessible terms. Now every gardener, architect, or
designer can understand China’s garden heritage and be inspired to use it to dramatic effect.

Beginning with an introduction to Chinese beliefs and the historical development of garden design, this book
discusses the basic aesthetics and landscaping elements—architecture, rock stacking, waterscapes, plants,
borders, and scenic routes—used in Chinese garden design. The author, an expert in the history and theory of
Chinese and international gardens, also describes specific gardens, from famed world cultural heritage sites
like the Summer Palace in Beijing and the gardens of Suzhou—Lion Grove, Humble Administrator’s,
Lingering, and Master-of-Nets Gardens—to the lesser known. The Great Gardens of China serves as a
compendium—in text and illustration—of all facets of the Chinese garden.

This book allows a total immersion in the enticing art of Chinese classical gardens . . . The book has helped
me greatly to understand how Chinese gardens work and how to borrow from them for our own gardens in
the West. I believe that Chinese gardens will strongly influence global garden design once their unique
versatility is properly understood.
—Janet Wheatcroft
Craigieburn Garden & Nursery, Scotland
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Hardy:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Great
Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniquesis
the main one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world in this particular book.

Mike Costello:

Typically the book The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques will bring someone to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Great Gardens of China: History,
Concepts, Techniques is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mary Alejandro:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high
quality.

Rena Campbell:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Great Gardens of China: History, Concepts, Techniques. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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