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Religion is an undiscovered country for much of the secular academy, which remains deeply ambivalent
about it as an object of study. On the one hand, secular scholars agree that it is time to take religion seriously.
On the other, these same scholars persist in assuming that religion rests not on belief but on power and
ideology. According to Vincent Pecora, the idea of the secular itself is the source of much of the
contradiction and confusion in contemporary thought about religion. Pecora aims here to work through the
paradoxes of secularization, which emerges in this book as an intractable problem for cultural criticism in the
nation-states of the post-Enlightenment West.

Secularization and Cultural Criticism examines the responses of a wide range of thinkers—Edward Said,
Talal Asad, Jürgen Habermas, Walter Benjamin, Emile Durkheim, Carl Schmitt, Matthew Arnold, and
Virginia Woolf, among others—to illustrate exactly why the problem of secularization in the study of society
and culture should matter once again. Exploring the endemic difficulty posed by religion for the modern
academy, Pecora makes sense of the value and potential impasses of secular cultural criticism in a global
age.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Secularization and Cultural Criticism: Religion,
Nation, and Modernity (Religion and Postmodernism) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lizzie Chandler:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Secularization and Cultural Criticism: Religion,
Nation, and Modernity (Religion and Postmodernism) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Antoinette Hagen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Secularization and Cultural
Criticism: Religion, Nation, and Modernity (Religion and Postmodernism) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Secularization and
Cultural Criticism: Religion, Nation, and Modernity (Religion and Postmodernism) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Verla Foster:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Secularization and Cultural Criticism: Religion, Nation, and Modernity (Religion and Postmodernism). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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