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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association?who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Holding the Line: The
Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Ana Jara:

The particular book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center
Books in Anabaptist Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The
book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist
Studies) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Curtis Miller:

The guide untitled Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books
in Anabaptist Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Holding
the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

William McClanahan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite
and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.
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