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While the United States was founded on abstract principles of certain "unalienable rights," its legal traditions
are based in British common law, a fact long decried by progressive reformers. Common law, the complaint
goes, ignores abstract rights principles in favor of tradition, effectively denying equality to large segments of
the population.

The nineteenth-century women’s rights movement embraced this argument, claiming that common law rules
of property and married women’s status were at odds with the nation's commitment to equality. Conventional
wisdom suggests that this tactic helped pave the way for voting rights and better jobs. In Constitutional
Context, Kathleen S. Sullivan presents a fresh perspective.

In revisiting the era’s congressional debates, state legislation, judicial opinions, news accounts, and work of
political activists, Sullivan finds that the argument for universal, abstract rights was not the only, or best,
path available for social change. Rather than erecting a new paradigm of absolute rights, she argues,
women’s rights activists unwittingly undermined common law’s ability to redress grievances, contributing
heavily to the social, cultural, and political stagnation that characterizes the place of women and the
movement today.

A challenging and thoughtful study of what is commonly thought of as an era of progress, Constitutional
Context provides the groundwork for a more comprehensive understanding and interpretation of
constitutional law.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in
Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought). Try to make book
Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins
Series in Constitutional Thought) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Susan Ford:

The e-book with title Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America
(The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Frank Botelho:

The particular book Constitutional Context: Women and Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America
(The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after reading this book.

Laura Clark:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Constitutional Context: Women and Rights
Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Constitutional Context: Women and
Rights Discourse in Nineteenth-Century America (The Johns Hopkins Series in Constitutional Thought) as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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