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In Representing the Good Neighbor: Music, Difference, and the Pan American Dream, Carol A. Hess
investigates the reception of Latin American art music in the US during the twentieth century. Hers is the
first study to probe Latin American art music in relation to Pan Americanism, or the idea that the American
nations are bound by common aspirations. Under the Good Neighbor policy, crafted by the administration of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to cement hemispheric solidarity amid fears of European fascism, Latin
American art music flourished and US critics applauded it as "universal." During the Cold War, however,
this repertory assumed a very different status. While the United States supported Latin American military
dictators to assuage fears that communism would overwhelm the hemisphere, musical works were
increasingly objectified through essentializing adjectives such as "exotic," distinctive," or "national"--
through the filter of difference.

Hess explores this phenomenon by tracking the reception in the United States of the so-called Big Three:
Carlos Chávez (Mexico), Heitor Villa-Lobos (Brazil), and Alberto Ginastera (Argentina). She also evaluates
several important US composers and critics-Copland, Thomson, Rosenfeld, and others-in relation to Pan
Americanism, and offers a new interpretation of a work about Latin America by US composer Fredric
Rzewski, 36 Variations on "The People United Will Never Be Defeated!" Whether discussing works
performed in modern music concerts of the 1920s, at the 1939 World's Fair, the inauguration of the New
York State Theater in 1966, or for the US Bicentennial, Hess illuminates ways in which North-South
relations continue to inform our understanding of Latin American art music today. As the first book to
examine in detail the critical reception of Latin American music in the United States, Representing the Good
Neighbor promises to be a landmark in the field of American music studies, and will be essential reading for
students and scholars of music in the US and Latin America during the twentieth-century. It will also appeal
to historians studying US-Latin America relations, as well as general readers interested in the history of
American music.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Representing the Good
Neighbor: Music, Difference, and the Pan American Dream (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music).
All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Omar Carter:

Why? Because this Representing the Good Neighbor: Music, Difference, and the Pan American Dream
(Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ellis Dunn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Representing the Good Neighbor: Music,
Difference, and the Pan American Dream (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Representing the Good Neighbor: Music, Difference, and the
Pan American Dream (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dennis Sellers:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Representing the Good Neighbor:
Music, Difference, and the Pan American Dream (Currents in Latin American and Iberian Music) is simple
to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one



buys this book.
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