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A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.

With the notable exception of Mark Twain, whose roots along the Mississippi River factored so thoroughly
into his life story and his literature, America’s greatest writers have rarely been categorized by or associated
with a specific region of the country. And among America’s greatest 20th century writers, many have been
identified with a specific era, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald and the 1920’s, or even as part of a community of
expatriates, like Ernest Hemingway and Gertrude Stein.

William Faulkner is an exception to that rule, and a prolific and influential one at that. The reclusive
Southerner, who died about 40 miles away from his birthplace in New Albany, Mississippi, was associated
with the South as a region and Southern literature in particular throughout his career, at least when he was
associated with anything at all. Faulkner toiled in relative obscurity for much of his life, and it was only after
he earned a Nobel Prize in 1949 that he truly entered the national radar. He later joked about his own
neighbors, “Some folks wouldn't even speak when they passed me on the street…it wasn’t until the Nobel
Prize that they really thawed out.” But by the time Faulkner died a little more than a decade later, he had
earned multiple Pulitzer Prizes and was widely recognized as the leader of a Southern Renaissance and and
one of the 20th century’s greatest writers.

Faulkner tapped into his heritage and culture to truly capture the Southern way of life both in the present and
in past eras, including the antebellum South and the Civil War, bringing the South to life in novels like
Absalom, Absalom! and The Sound and the Fury. But paradoxically, Faulkner was romanticizing a past way
of life by using one of the early 20th century’s greatest literary innovations, the “stream of consciousness”
writing popularized by the Irish literary icon James Joyce. While critics frequently took note of the stream of
consciousness technique and contrasted it with Ernest Hemingway’s “iceberg theory” of writing less and
letting readers use their imaginations to fill in the blanks, Faulkner dismissed comparisons, saying, “Let the
writer take up surgery or bricklaying if he is interested in technique. There is no mechanical way to get the
writing done, no shortcut. The young writer would be a fool to follow a theory…The good artist believes that
nobody is good enough to give him advice. He has supreme vanity. No matter how much he admires the old
writer, he wants to beat him.”

American Legends: The Life of William Faulkner profiles the life and career of one of America’s most
influential novelists. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
Faulkner like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Adcock:

The knowledge that you get from American Legends: The Life of William Faulkner may be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but American Legends: The Life of William Faulkner giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that American Legends: The Life of William
Faulkner instantly.

John Vandorn:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this American
Legends: The Life of William Faulkner.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this American Legends: The Life of William Faulkner can make you
experience more interested to read.

Chris Manley:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book American Legends: The Life of William Faulkner we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with



your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book American Legends: The Life of William
Faulkner. You can more pleasing than now.
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