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The Library of Congress, considered by many to be the greatest library on earth, holds over 110 million
items/books in 450 languages, irreplaceable national documents, priceless art works, and objects of cultural
fascination. From a modest collection of 740 books purchased by the Congress in 1800, the Library has
grown to house hundreds of miles of bookshelves. Laid end to end, they would stretch from Washington
D.C., to Chicago. This book tells the continuously interesting story of the first two hundred years of the
Library of Congress. It is a vast history, filled with an immense cast of characters ranging from presidents,
poets, journalists, and congressmen to collectors, artists, curators, and eccentrics. James Conaway centres
this history around the thirteen men who have been appointed by presidents to lead the Library of Congress.
The author investigates how the Librarians' experiences and contributions, as well as the Library's
collections, have reflected political and intellectual developments in the United States. Each Librarian
confronted great challenges: the entire Library collection was lost when the British burned the Capitol in
1814; in the 1940s, a backlog of one and a half million objects waited to be catalogued; the gigantic task of
replacing the card catalogue with a computerised system was undertaken in the 1980s. Yet each Librarian
also enjoyed the excitement of acquiring unique treasures, from Walt Whitman's walking stick to the papers
of the Wright brothers, from the Civil War photographs of Mathew Brady to the archives of Leonard
Bernstein. This lively account of the Library of Congress and those who guided its progress of two centuries
is the history of an American institution that today is truly a library to the world, serving readers and
researchers everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Here thing why this specific America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000 are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of
it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. America's Library: The Story of the Library of
Congress, 1800-2000 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no e-book that similar with America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000 in e-book can be your
alternate.

Robert Dunham:

The guide with title America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000 has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Nicole Floyd:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like America's Library: The Story of
the Library of Congress, 1800-2000 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.

Judith Ellis:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000 we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time
book America's Library: The Story of the Library of Congress, 1800-2000. You can more pleasing than now.
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