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In the eighteenth century, British Methodism was an object of both derision and desire. Many popular
eighteenth-century works ridiculed Methodists, yet often the very same plays, novels, and prints that cast
Methodists as primitive, irrational, or deluded also betrayed a thinly cloaked fascination with the experiences
of divine presence attributed to the new evangelical movement. Misty G. Anderson argues that writers,
actors, and artists used Methodism as a concept to interrogate the boundaries of the self and the fluid
relationships between religion and literature, between reason and enthusiasm, and between theater and belief.

Imagining Methodism situates works by Henry Fielding, John Cleland, Samuel Foote, William Hogarth,
Horace Walpole, Tobias Smollett, and others alongside the contributions of John Wesley, Charles Wesley,
and George Whitefield in order to understand how Methodism's brand of "experimental religion" was both
born of the modern world and perceived as a threat to it.

Anderson's analysis of reactions to Methodism exposes a complicated interlocking picture of the religious
and the secular, terms less transparent than they seem in current critical usage. Her argument is not about the
lives of eighteenth-century Methodists; rather, it is about Methodism as it was imagined in the work of
eighteenth-century British writers and artists, where it served as a sign of sexual, cognitive, and social
danger. By situating satiric images of Methodists in their popular contexts, she recaptures a vigorous cultural
debate over the domains of religion and literature in the modern British imagination.

Rich in cultural and literary analysis, Anderson's argument will be of interest to students and scholars of the
eighteenth century, religious studies, theater, and the history of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Valentine:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and
the Borders of the Self.

Odis Hillyard:

This Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of the Self
are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of the Self can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of the Self forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Della Ferguson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of the Self
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Imagining
Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the Borders of the Selfis the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Emily Boyd:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended for you is Imagining Methodism in Eighteenth-Century Britain: Enthusiasm, Belief, and the
Borders of the Self this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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