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Set amongst the rolling vineyards and gentle courtyards of a small seaside village in Catalonia, Patrick
O'Brian's second novel is a poignant story of tumultuous love, complex faith and one man's desperate bid to
reclaim his humanity. Summoned from his medical practice in China by a bevy of anxious aunts, Alain Roig
returns to his Catalan hometown to discover he has been nominated by family members with vested interests
in the ancestral property to prevent an impending marriage between his cold, ascetic cousin Xavier and
Madeleine, a quiet, introspective village girl of unusual beauty. As Alain seeks to understand his cousin's
complex motivations for wooing the unhappy girl, he is slowly drawn into Xavier's dark crisis of faith, the
well-worn pattern of the sleepy Catalan days and the tight circle of village gossip that surrounds Madeleine.
Throughout, Patrick O'Brian's slow, seductive narrative lures the reader into the landscapes, rhythms and
passions of Catalonia, while his subtle, insightful characterisation paints a psychological portrait of a unique
way of life and two very different men - one generous and impulsive, the other desperate to revive in his soul
the dying flames of affection which he senses could be his salvation. With themes and characters that in
many ways prefigure his enormously successful Aubrey/Maturin series, THE CATALANS demonstrates all
the insight, lyricism and psychological drama that made O'Brian one of the best storytellers of his generation.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

With other case, little people like to read book The Catalans. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Catalans. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Loretta Tellis:

The experience that you get from The Catalans could be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Catalans giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Catalans instantly.

Richard Moyer:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be The Catalans.

Daryl Sanders:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Catalans provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.
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