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This book by Miguel De La Torre offers a fascinating guide to the history, beliefs, rituals, and culture of
Santer?a — a religious tradition that, despite persecution, suppression, and its own secretive nature, has close
to a million adherents in the United States alone.

Santer?a is a religion with Afro-Cuban roots, rising out of the cultural clash between the Yoruba people of
West Africa and the Spanish Catholics who brought them to the Americas as slaves. As a faith of the
marginalized and persecuted, it gave oppressed men and women strength and the will to survive. With the
exile of thousands of Cubans in the wake of Castro's revolution in 1959, Santer?a came to the United States,
where it is gradually coming to be recognized as a legitimate faith tradition.

Apart from vague suspicions that Santer?a's rituals include animal sacrifice and notions that it is a
“syncretistic” form of Catholicism, most people in America's cultural and religious mainstream know very
little about this rich faith tradition — in fact, many have never heard of it at all. De La Torre, who was reared
in Santer?a, sets out in this book to provide a basic understanding of its inner workings. He clearly explains
the particular worldview, myths, rituals, and practices of Santer?a, and he discusses what role the religion
typically plays in the life of its practitioners as well as the cultural influence it continues to exert in Latin
American communities today.

In offering a balanced, informed survey of Santer?a from his unique “insider-outsider” perspective, De La
Torre also provides insight into how Christianity and Santer?a can enter into dialogue — a dialogue that will
challenge Christians to consider what this emerging faith tradition can teach them about their own. Enhanced
with illustrations, tables, and a glossary, De La Torre's Santer?a sheds light on a religion all too often
shrouded in mystery and misunderstanding.
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From reader reviews:

Audrey Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing Religion
in America. Try to make the book Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing Religion in America as
your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Mable Watkins:

Typically the book Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing Religion in America will bring one to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing
Religion in America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gretchen Clark:

The e-book untitled Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing Religion in America is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals
of a Growing Religion in America from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Clara Duke:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a
Growing Religion in America was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Santeria: The Beliefs and Rituals of a Growing Religion in America has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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