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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Frankfurt (Main) (Institut für England- und Amerikastudien), course: War and Literature, language: English,
abstract: First published in 1990, Tim O'Brien's story collection "The Things They Carried" is arguably the
work most closely associated with the author's name and a highly praised fictional approach to the Vietnam
War and its influence on those who participated in it. The total of 22 short stories focuses on a squad of
young American soldiers referred to as the Alpha Company and touches upon a wide selection of themes and
motifs, which include friendship, love, memory, storytelling, superstition and the ever-present elements of
fear, violence, death, and the loss of innocence that are tied to the exposure to combat action. In addition to
that the portrayal of trauma in the novel has received positive attention from experts (Heberle 178) and
critics and helped to draw attention to the role of the veteran in the United States society. In an attempt to
explore this particular topic, the following pages will first address the question why Vietnam War literature
as a genre did not begin to fully develop until roughly ten years after the fall of Saigon in 1975 and approach
the way Tim O'Brien deals with the problematic of speaking and writing about a war that was unique in
American history and called for an equally distinctive representation in literature. Afterwards the main focus
of this work is devoted to the experience of trauma both during the time and on the site of the Vietnam
conflict and in the United States after the war had come to an end, based on its depiction in Tim O'Brien's
The Things They Carried and by means of referring back to a selected variety of his stories. The concluding
remarks will then be devoted to the aftermath of the Vietnam War in the public eye and the development of
war literature in the United States after the 1980s.
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From reader reviews:

Mona Savoy:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried", it is possible
to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a book.

Jeffrey Garner:

The book untitled The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They
Carried" is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Representation of the
Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Fred Prentice:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Representation of the Vietnam
War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Deanna Thompson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. The Representation of the Vietnam War Trauma in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They



Carried" can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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