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Griffins, Centaurs, Cyclopes, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology. As Peter Dodson writes in his Foreword,
"Paleontologists, classicists, and historians as well as natural history buffs will read this book with the
greatest of delight--surprises abound."
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Ainsworth:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman
Times.. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times.. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ruben Jenkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide
your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case who want to start
reading any book, we give you this specific The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman
Times. book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Nellie Nelson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in
Greek and Roman Times. is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Sarah Lopez:

This The First Fossil Hunters: Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The First Fossil Hunters:
Paleontology in Greek and Roman Times. can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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