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Mark Braaten describes the experience of seeing the sun rise on a northern Minnesota lake and
spontaneously offering thanks to God. He describes sitting beside his children's bed as they sleep and resting
in the awareness of God's blessings. Confronted by such beauty, prayer flows out of us. That is to say, there
are times when we are easily aware that we are in the presence of God, our awe comes naturally, and our
prayer is full of joy. But Braaten also points out that at times prayer is a struggle. Life is often not awe
inspiring and prayer is often not easy. We find our praying frustrating and difficult. Our prayer life is a
journey of both joy and struggle. It is learning to recognize and reach out to God; even more it is recognizing
how God is constantly reaching out to us.

Braaten explores many types of prayer, including thanksgiving, confession, praise, wrestling, petition,
intercession, listening, and hope. He also explores what it means when the answer to prayer is no and how
we experience prayer in doubt and in confidence. In each chapter, he uses an extended biblical example of
prayer and also provides the text of prayers we can use in our own practice. For al who seek joy in prayer,
even as we struggle, Braaten offers an engaging personal and pastoral reflection on the ways we pray.

Mark Braaten is the Senior Pastor of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Tyler, Texas. He holds a doctor of
ministry degree from Luther Seminary in St.Paul, Minnesota. Braaten's book Come, Lord Jesus, a study of
the book of Revelation, was published by Liturgical Press in 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle.

Randal Revilla:

The reserve with title Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Irvin Ehlers:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Prayer as Joy, Prayer as
Struggle that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you may pick Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle become your starter.

Natalie Renz:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Prayer as Joy, Prayer as Struggle can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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