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As the Ottoman Empire advanced westward from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries, humanists
responded on a grand scale, leaving behind a large body of fascinating yet understudied works. These
compositions included Crusade orations and histories; ethnographic, historical, and religious studies of the
Turks; epic poetry; and even tracts on converting the Turks to Christianity. Most scholars have seen this vast
literature as atypical of Renaissance humanism. Nancy Bisaha now offers an in-depth look at the body of
Renaissance humanist works that focus not on classical or contemporary Italian subjects but on the Ottoman
Empire, Islam, and the Crusades. Throughout, Bisaha probes these texts to reveal the significant role
Renaissance writers played in shaping Western views of self and other.

Medieval concepts of Islam were generally informed and constrained by religious attitudes and rhetoric in
which Muslims were depicted as enemies of the faith. While humanist thinkers of the Renaissance did not
move entirely beyond this stance, Creating East and West argues that their understanding was considerably
more complex, in that it addressed secular and cultural issues, marking a watershed between the medieval
and modern. Taking a close look at a number of texts, Bisaha expands current notions of Renaissance
humanism and of the history of cross-cultural perceptions. Engaging both traditional methods of intellectual
history and more recent methods of cross-cultural studies, she demonstrates that modern attitudes of Western
societies toward other cultures emerged not during the later period of expansion and domination but rather as
a defensive intellectual reaction to a sophisticated and threatening power to the East.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Creating
East and West: Renaissance Humanists and the Ottoman Turks? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Harrison:

This Creating East and West: Renaissance Humanists and the Ottoman Turks are usually reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Creating East and West:
Renaissance Humanists and the Ottoman Turks can be among the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Creating East and West: Renaissance Humanists and the Ottoman
Turks giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Christy McCurry:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Creating East and West: Renaissance Humanists and
the Ottoman Turks can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ryan Maggard:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Creating East and West: Renaissance
Humanists and the Ottoman Turks to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Creating East and West: Renaissance Humanists and the Ottoman
Turks can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of these time.
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