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Being insulated by two immense oceans makes it hard for Americans to appreciate the concerns of more
exposed countries. American democracy's rapid rise also fools many into thinking the same liberal system
can flourish anywhere, and having populated a vast continent with relative ease impedes Americans'
understanding of conflicts between different peoples over other lands. Paul R. Pillar ties the American
public's misconceptions about foreign threats and behaviors to the nation's history and geography, arguing
that American success in international relations is achieved often in spite of, rather than because of, the
public's worldview.

Drawing a fascinating line from colonial events to America's handling of modern international terrorism,
Pillar shows how presumption and misperception turned Finlandization into a dirty word in American policy
circles, bolstered the "for us or against us" attitude that characterized the policies of the George W. Bush
administration, and continue to obscure the reasons behind Iraq's close relationship with Iran. Fundamental
misunderstandings have created a cycle in which threats are underestimated before an attack occurs and then
are overestimated after they happen. By exposing this longstanding tradition of misperception, Pillar hopes
the United States can develop policies that better address international realities rather than biased beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Worrell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Why America Misunderstands the
World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Martina Smith:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Why
America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception will give you a new
experience in examining a book.

Luciana Findley:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of
Misperception. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.

Pamelia Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Why America Misunderstands
the World: National Experience and Roots of Misperception.
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