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Around 330 B.C., a remarkable man named Pytheas set out from the Greek colony of Massalia (now
Marseille) to explore the fabled, terrifying lands of northern Europe?a mysterious, largely conjectural zone
that, according to Greek science, was too cold to sustain human life and yet was somehow, they knew, the
source of precious commodities such as tin, amber, and gold.

Whether Pytheas headed an expedition or traveled alone, he was the first literate man to visit the British Isles
and the coasts of France and Denmark, and there is convincing evidence that he traveled on to Iceland and
the edge of the ice-pack?an astonishing voyage at the time. Pytheas's own account of the journey, titled On
the Ocean and published in about 320 B.C., has not survived, though it echoes in the works of ancient
historians like Herodotus and Strabo. Their allusions to his voyage represent the beginnings of European
history and underscore how much of a pioneer Pytheas was, for Britain remained without further explorers
until Julius Caesar and his legions landed there almost 300 years later.

Archaeologist Barry Cunliffe knows perhaps more than anyone about the world through which Pytheas
traveled, and he has sifted the archaeological and written records to re-create this staggering journey.
Beginning with an invaluable pocket history of early Mediterranean civilization, Cunliffe illuminates what
Pytheas would have seen and experienced?the route he likely took to reach first Brittany and then England;
the tin-mining and, even then, evidence of ancient cultures he would have witnessed onshore; the challenge
of sailing in a skin boat; the magic of amber and the trade routes by which it reached the Mediterranean. In
telling this story, Cunliffe has chronicled an essential chapter in the history of civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

The publication untitled The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek: The Man Who Discovered Britain
is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas
the Greek: The Man Who Discovered Britain from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Thanh Johnson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek: The Man Who
Discovered Britain why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Patrice Reese:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek: The Man Who
Discovered Britain was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jackie Armstrong:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Extraordinary Voyage of Pytheas the Greek: The Man Who Discovered Britain. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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