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Southern Womanhood and Slavery is the first full-length biography of Louisa S. McCord, one of the most
intriguing intellectuals in antebellum America. The daughter of South Carolina planter and politician
Langdon Cheves, and an essayist in her own right, McCord supported unregulated free trade and the
perpetuation of slavery and opposed the advancement of women’s rights. This study examines the origins of
her ideas.

Leigh Fought constructs an exciting narrative that follows McCord from her childhood as the daughter of a
state representative and president of the Bank of the United States through her efforts to accept her position
as wife and mother, her career as an author and plantation mistress, and the Union invasion of South
Carolina during the Civil War, to the end of her life in the emerging New South. Fought analyzes McCord’s
poetry, letters, and essays in an effort to comprehend her acceptance of slavery and the submission of
women. Fought concludes that McCord came to a defense of slavery through her experience with free labor
in the North, which also reinforced her faith in the paternalist model for preserving social order.

McCord’s life as a writer on “unfeminine” subjects, her reputation as strong-minded and masculine, her late
marriage, her continued ownership of her plantation after marriage, and her position as the matron of a Civil
War hospital contradicted her own philosophy that women should remain the quiet force behind their
husbands. She lived during a time of social flux in which free labor, slavery, and the role of women
underwent dramatic changes, as well as a time that enabled her to discover and pursue her intellectual
ambitions. Fought examines the conflict that resulted when those ambitions clashed with McCord’s role as a
woman in the society of the South.

McCord’s voice was an interesting, articulate, and necessary feminine addition to antebellum white ideology.
Moreover, her story demonstrates the ways in which southern women negotiated through patriarchy without
surrendering their sense of self or disrupting the social order. Engaging and very readable, Southern
Womanhood and Slavery will be of special interest to students of southern history and women’s studies, as
well as to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Southern
Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Paul Jones:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa
S. McCord, 1810-1879 as the daily resource information.

Angela Kiefer:

This book untitled Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879 to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Bruce Mull:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord,
1810-1879 can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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