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Ritual is part of what it means to be human. Like sports, music, and drama, ritual defines and enriches
culture, putting those who practice it in touch with sources of value and meaning larger than themselves.
Ritual is unavoidable, yet it holds a place in modern life that is decidedly ambiguous. What is ritual? What
does it do? Is it useful? What are the various kinds of ritual? Is ritual tradition bound and conservative or
innovative and transformational?

Alongside description of a number of specific rites, this Very Short Introduction explores ritual from both
theoretical and historical perspectives. Barry Stephenson focuses on the places where ritual touches everyday
life: in politics and power; moments of transformation in the life cycle; as performance and embodiment. He
also discusses the boundaries of ritual, and how and why certain behaviors have been studied as ritual while
others have not.

Stephenson shows how ritual is an important vehicle for group and identity formation; how it generates and
transmits beliefs and values; how it can be used to exploit and oppress; and how it has served as a touchstone
for thinking about cultural origins and historical change. Encompassing the breadth and depth of modern
ritual studies, Barry Stephenson's Very Short Introduction also develops a narrative of ritual's place in social
and cultural life.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Here thing why this kind of Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book
can be your alternate.

Carla Ramirez:

The e-book untitled Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Steven Barraza:

Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ritual:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Eileen Schmitt:

You can obtain this Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.
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