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Las Vegas, says William Fox, is a pay-as-you-play paradise that succeeds in satisfying our fantasies of
wealth and the excesses of pleasure and consumption that go with it. In this context, Fox examines how Las
Vegas’s culture of spectacle has obscured the boundaries between high art and entertainment extravaganza,
nature and fantasy, for-profit and nonprofit enterprises. His purview ranges from casino art
galleries—including Steve Wynn’s private collection and a branch of the famed Guggenheim Museum—to
the underfunded Las Vegas Art Museum; from spectacular casino animal collections like those of magicians
Siegfried and Roy and Mandalay Bay’s Shark Reef exhibit to the city’s lack of support for a viable public
zoo; from the environmental and psychological impact of lavish water displays in the arid desert to the
artistic ambiguities intrinsic to Las Vegas’s floating world of showgirls, lapdancers, and ballet divas. That
Las Vegas represents one of the world’s most opulent displays of private material wealth in all its forms,
while providing miserly funding for local public amenities like museums and zoos, is no accident, Fox
maintains. Nor is it unintentional that the city’s most important collections of art and exotic fauna are
presented in the context of casino entertainment, part of the feast of sensation and excitement that seduces
millions of visitors each year. Instead, this phenomenon shows how our insatiable modern appetite for
extravagance and spectacle has diminished the power of unembellished nature and the arts to teach and
inspire us, and demonstrates the way our society privileges private benefit over public good. Given that Las
Vegas has been a harbinger of national cultural trends, Fox’s commentary offers prescient insight into the
increasing commercialization of nature and culture across America.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Young:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book In The Desert Of Desire: Las
Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Alma Rasmussen:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas
And The Culture Of Spectacle has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And
The Culture Of Spectacle is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book
In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle. You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Christopher Burnham:

The feeling that you get from In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle may be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The
Culture Of Spectacle giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle instantly.

Veronica Turner:

The book untitled In The Desert Of Desire: Las Vegas And The Culture Of Spectacle contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.
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