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Explaining Criminal Careers presents a simple but influential theory of crime, conviction and reconviction.
The assumptions of the theory are derived directly from a detailed analysis of cohort samples extracted from
the Home Office Offenders Index - a unique database which contains records of all criminal (standard list)
convictions in England and Wales since 1963. In particular, the theory explains the well-known Age/Crime
curve.

Based on the idea that there are only three types of offenders, who commit crimes at either high or low
(constant) rates and have either a high or low (constant) risk of reoffending, this simple theory makes exact
quantitative predictions about criminal careers and age-crime curves. Purely from the birth-rate over the
second part of the 20th century, the theory accurately predicts (to within 2%) the prison population
contingent on a given sentencing policy. The theory also suggests that increasing the probability of
conviction after each offence is the most effective way of reducing crime, although there is a role for
treatment programmes for some offenders. The authors indicate that crime is influenced by the operation of
the Criminal Justice System and that offenders do not 'grow out' of crime as commonly supposed; they are
persuaded to stop or decide to stop after (repeated) convictions, with a certain fraction of offenders desisting
after each conviction. Simply imprisoning offenders will not reduce crime either by individual deterrence or
by incapacitation.

With comprehensive explanations of the formulae used and complete mathematical appendices allowing for
individual interpretations and further development of the theory, Explaining Criminal Careers represents an
innovative and meticulous investigation into criminal activity and the influences behind it. With clear policy
implications and a wealth of original and significant discussions, this book marks a ground-breaking chapter
in the criminological debate surrounding criminal careers.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology).

Steve Duran:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy
(Clarendon Studies in Criminology) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Leonard Palmer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology).

James Henderson:

Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in Criminology) can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Explaining Criminal Careers: Implications for Justice Policy (Clarendon Studies in
Criminology) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm



resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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