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A Practical, Open-Minded Approach for Studying Ethics in the Mass Media In March 1993, Australian
police surrounded a homestead at Hanging Rock near Sydney where three men who had killed five people
were holding two children hostage. During the ordeal, some journalists telephoned the house and talked
directly with the hostage-takers and the children. Police and some citizens were outraged, claiming the media
endangered the children. The journalists defended their actions. But did they do the right thing?
Contemporary Media Ethics was written to help mass communicators answer this question. But it doesn’t
pass judgment on the Hanging Rock incident or the other 20 real-world cases it examines from the
professions of journalism, advertising and public relations. Instead, the book shows readers how to reach
their own conclusions through a practical approach that begins with the “Point-of-Decision Pyramid”—a
new deductive model created by the editors that emphasizes a philosophical foundation as a starting point
and follows that up with a detailed analysis based on both the utilitarian and communitarian ethical
perspectives. Should mass communicators take a utilitarian approach, which means making decisions based
upon “the greatest good for the greatest number?” Or should they take a communitarian approach, which
calls upon decision makers to balance personal ethics with an appeal to community values? Contemporary
Media Ethics makes a unique contribution to the literature on media ethics because it systematically
compares these two approaches and does so in a manner that is easy to understand and apply to real-world
situations. This book is ideal for undergraduate and graduate media ethics classes.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Contemporary Media Ethics: A Practical Guide
for Students, Scholars And Professionals will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

James Dickens:

The particular book Contemporary Media Ethics: A Practical Guide for Students, Scholars And Professionals
has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Joseph Mattos:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Contemporary Media Ethics: A Practical Guide for Students, Scholars And Professionals can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Greg Butler:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Contemporary Media Ethics: A Practical Guide for Students,
Scholars And Professionals will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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