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Many Guatemalans speak of Mayan indigenous organizing as "a finger in the wound." Diane Nelson
explores the implications of this painfully graphic metaphor in her far-reaching study of the civil war and its
aftermath. Why use a body metaphor? What body is wounded, and how does it react to apparent further
torture? If this is the condition of the body politic, how do human bodies relate to it—those literally wounded
in thirty-five years of war and those locked in the equivocal embrace of sexual conquest, domestic labor,
mestizaje, and social change movements?

Supported by three and a half years of fieldwork since 1985, Nelson addresses these questions—along with
the jokes, ambivalences, and structures of desire that surround them—in both concrete and theoretical terms.
She explores the relations among Mayan cultural rights activists, ladino (nonindigenous) Guatemalans, the
state as a site of struggle, and transnational forces including Nobel Peace Prizes, UN Conventions, neo-
liberal economics, global TV, and gringo anthropologists. Along with indigenous claims and their effect on
current attempts at reconstituting civilian authority after decades of military rule, Nelson investigates the
notion of Quincentennial Guatemala, which has given focus to the overarching question of Mayan—and
Guatemalan—identity. Her work draws from political economy, cultural studies, and psychoanalysis, and
has special relevance to ongoing discussions of power, hegemony, and the production of subject positions, as
well as gender issues and histories of violence as they relate to postcolonial nation-state formation.
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From reader reviews:

William Hickman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in
Quincentennial Guatemala.

Betty Abbott:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Finger
in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala. All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mindy Arredondo:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in
Quincentennial Guatemala can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Finger in the Wound:
Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala.

Stella Neal:

You will get this A Finger in the Wound: Body Politics in Quincentennial Guatemala by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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