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Among the great ironies of quantum mechanics is not only that its conceptual foundations seem strange even
to the physicists who use it, but that philosophers have largely ignored it. Here, Bernard d'Espagnat argues
that quantum physics--by casting doubts on once hallowed concepts such as space, material objects, and
causality-demands serious reconsideration of most of traditional philosophy.

On Physics and Philosophy is an accessible, mathematics-free reflection on the philosophical meaning of the
quantum revolution, by one of the world's leading authorities on the subject. D'Espagnat presents an
objective account of the main guiding principles of contemporary physics-in particular, quantum mechanics-
followed by a look at just what consequences these should imply for philosophical thinking.

The author begins by describing recent discoveries in quantum physics such as nonseparability, and
explicating the significance of contemporary developments such as decoherence. Then he proceeds to set
various philosophical theories of knowledge--such as materialism, realism, Kantism, and neo-Kantism--
against the conceptual problems quantum theory raises. His overall conclusion is that while the physical
implications of quantum theory suggest that scientific knowledge will never truly describe mind-independent
reality, the notion of such an ultimate reality--one we can never access directly or rationally and which he
calls "veiled reality"--remains conceptually necessary nonetheless.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Dunn:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this On Physics and Philosophy.

Alma Young:

The book On Physics and Philosophy make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book On Physics and Philosophy to be your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book On Physics and Philosophy.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Sharon Doyle:

Here thing why this specific On Physics and Philosophy are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. On Physics and Philosophy giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with On Physics and Philosophy. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of On Physics and Philosophy in e-book can be your alternate.

Alice Billups:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually On Physics and
Philosophy.
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