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A forceful reinterpretation of the composer's personality and work.

Focusing on Dvo?ák's eventful stay in the United States from 1892 to 1895, this book explores the world
behind the public legend, offering fresh insights into the composer's music. We see the traditional image?that
of a simple Czech fellow with a flair for composing symphonic and chamber music?give way to one of a
complex figure writing works filled with hidden drama and secret programs. In his cogent examination of
Dvo?ák's state of mind, Michael B. Beckerman, a noted scholar of Czech music, concludes that the composer
suffered from a debilitating and previously unexplored anxiety disorder during his American sojourn. Using
Dvo?ák as a model, he argues convincingly that the biographical images we carry of composers condition the
way we approach their music.

New Worlds of Dvo?ák also presents us with a wealth of new information about the origins of the composer's
"New World" Symphony, its strong relationship (in the face of Dvo?ák's denials) to Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow's epic poem The Song of Hiawatha, the Hiawatha opera that the composer envisioned but did not
write, and the "Negro themes" that Dvo?ák claimed as a strong influence on his American works. Along the
way we are introduced to a cast of characters that could easily spring from the pages of a novel. First there is
Jeannette Thurber, a wealthy New Yorker who founded a music conservatory and persuaded Dvo?ák to
direct it. We meet Henry T. Burleigh, a black composer of art music, who sang African American spirituals
to Dvo?ák. Among the critics of the day who wrote endlessly about the Czech composer and his "American"
symphony, we meet James Huneker, who derided Dvo?ák's claim that his music was American, even though
Huneker himself played a major role in acquainting Dvo?ák with African American songs. We learn that
Huneker was not quite the villain he has been made out to be in the Dvo?ák saga. We also meet the
newspaperman James Creelman, who was nurtured under Pulitzer and Hearst and was an early proponent of
"yellow journalism," in which the journalist plays an active role in the story being reported. Finally, we meet
Henry Krehbiel, who became a friend of Dvo?ák's and who saw the music critic as mediator between the
musician and the public, arousing interest and paving the way to popular comprehension of concert music. In
this forceful reinterpretation of the composer's personality and work, readers will gain a rich new view of
Dvo?ák that will deepen their understanding of his works, especially the "New World" Symphony and the
other compositions dating from his American years.

"After having done extensive research on Dvo?ák and writing my novel Dvo?ák in Love, I thought I knew
everything there was to know about the composer. Now Michael Beckerman's brilliant New Worlds of
Dvo?ák shows me the size and number of gaps in my knowledge. . . . The CD included with the volume . . .
makes it easy even for readers with not much musical education to follow Beckerman's arguments and thus
experience the pleasant shock of discovering the deepest and subtlest aspects of Dvo?ák's great and beloved
works." ?Josef Škvorecký "Ingeniously conceived, thoroughly and skeptically researched, entertainingly
written, and graced by a wealth of lovely audible examples, this book somehow succeeds in being both an
important work of revisionist scholarship that specialists in the field will need to consider carefully and a
delightful meditation on music loved by many that deserves?and will attract?a wide general readership."
?Richard Taruskin, Class of 1955 Professor of Music, University of California, Berkeley
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

The book New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in America for the Composer's Inner Life make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in America for the Composer's Inner Life for being your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in
America for the Composer's Inner Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Albert Fragoso:

The particular book New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in America for the Composer's Inner Life has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jo Villegas:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like New Worlds of Dvorak:
Searching in America for the Composer's Inner Life which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Carol Stripling:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in America
for the Composer's Inner Life or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes New Worlds of Dvorak: Searching in America for the
Composer's Inner Life to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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