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This lively history of childbirth begins with colonial days, when childbirth was a social event, and moves on
to the gradual medicalization of childbirth in America as doctors forced midwives out of business and to the
home-birth movement of the 1980's. Widely praised when it was first published in 1977, the book has now
been expanded to bring the story up to date. In a new chapter and epilogue, Richard and Dorothy Wertz
discuss the recent focus on delivering perfect babies, with its emphasis on technology, prenatal testing, and
Caesarean sections. They argue that there are many viable alternatives-including out-of-hospital births-in the
search for the best birthing system. Review of the first edition: "Highly readable, extensively documented,
and well illustrated...A welcome addition to American social history and women's studies. It can also be read
with profit by health planners, hospital administrators, 'consumers' of health care, and all those who are
concerned with improving the circumstances associated with childbirth."-Claire Elizabeth Fox, bulletin of
the History of Medicine "A fascinating, brilliantly documented history not merely of childbirth, but of men's
attitudes towards women, the effect of a burgeoning medical profession on our very conception of maternity
and motherhood, and the influence of religion on medical technology and science."-Thomas J. Cottle, Boston
Globe "This superb book...is both an impeccably documented recitation of the chronological history of
medical intervention in American childbirth and a sociological analysis of the various meanings given to
childbirth by individuals, interested groups, and American society as a whole."-Barbara Howe, American
Journal of Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Gross:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do that. You
must know how great and important the book Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded
Edition. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Edward Shaw:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Lauren Cook:

The book untitled Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Zandra Woods:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded
Edition to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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