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Anyone who was living in the Midwest in the fall of 1989 was familiar with the Jacob Wetterling
kidnapping. The story was all over the news. There were newspaper articles, television news stories, posters,
billboards, and buttons. Jacob was everywhere, but he couldn't be found.

“It Can't Happen Here” is an investigative and historical chronicle of Jacob’s case from several perspectives.
It is a well-documented journey that begins with the day of the abduction and the massive media following.
The book recounts the support of the local community, and offers a glimpse of how Jacob's kidnapping
spawned significant progress toward the safety of all children through the efforts of the Jacob Wetterling
Foundation. The book then moves on to a detailed presentation of the investigative effort to find Jacob and
his kidnapper, and concludes with an examination of several individuals who were investigated in the case.

“It Can't Happen Here.” Those are four seemingly defiant words, and at one time they offered what many
considered a sense of immunity from the growing horrors of society. In reality, the phrase was merely an
empty promise, and it represented the immediate collective reaction to the shocking truth that was realized in
St. Joseph, Minnesota, after the night of October 22, 1989.

What happened to Jacob Wetterling changed the world. No longer were the small towns in the Midwest
considered immune to the horrors of the exploitation of children. The search for Jacob Wetterling has been
unlike any other search for a missing child.

The purpose of this book is to accomplish two primary objectives. First, the kidnapping of Jacob Wetterling
is an incredible, true story, one that is as compelling and mysterious as any such crime could be. Jacob's
story is in many ways stranger than fiction. For every question that has been answered during the course of
the investigation, it seems that the answers have led to more questions. It is a complex story that has been
longing to be told, and never to be forgotten.

Second, the case of Jacob Wetterling's kidnapping is a solvable crime. Someone has the answers, or that one
piece of information, however small, which could help solve Jacob’s case. This book contains a significant
volume of information, including a glimpse of several individuals who have been investigated, and several
promising but forgotten leads that developed over the course of the investigation. Ultimately, the goal of this
book is to not only tell the story of the search for Jacob Wetterling, but also to provide some detail or trigger
someone’s memory of that one bit of information that could help solve the case. If this book is put into the
hands of the right person, I truly believe it actually could help.

It should be noted that this book was written without input from the Wetterling family or the Jacob
Wetterling Resource Center. Family members were not interviewed for the book, nor was their input sought.
As a research and investigative work, my goal has been to make this book an objective, unbiased work.
Relevant quotes attributed to Wetterling family members or acquaintances, and persons associated with the
Wetterling investigation are credited to their respective media sources, and are included for emphasis and
continuity.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob
Wetterling seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob
Wetterling is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the
book It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob Wetterling. You never experience lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Olive Wilson:

Often the book It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob Wetterling has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Amy Davis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is definitely It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob Wetterling.

Mary Buss:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob
Wetterling to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve It Can't Happen Here: The Search For Jacob Wetterling
can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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