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As Justice William Brennan observes in his foreword, state courts are in some critical ways more important
than federal courts in deciding controversies which affect the lives of ordinary citizens. Yet, outside of
technical legal materials, little attention is paid to their role in shaping the law. Joseph R. Grodin seeks to fill
this vacuum. A law professor and former justice of the California Supreme Court, Grodin was removed from
the bench in 1986 along with Chief Justice Rose Bird and Justice Cruz Reynoso after a highly publicized
campaign that focused on their decisions in death penalty cases. Drawing on his own experience, and in a
lively style spiced with anecdotes and aimed at a general audience, Grodin writes about state appellate courts
with insights that only a former justice could provide.

Grodin begins with a reflection on the perspective of the bench, addressing such questions as how judges
view the arguments of lawyers and how appellate courts cope with an ever-increasing caseload. He describes
his own elevation up the judicial ladder and points out significant aspects of the landscape along the way. In
Part Two he discusses the judicial functions that are more or less distinctive to state courts, using case
descriptions to illustrate the history and development of the common law, the significance of state
constitutions for the protection of individual liberties, the special problems posed by enactment of laws
through the initiative process, and the dilemmas surrounding the administration of the death penalty.

In Part Three he confronts a perennial and vastly important question—do judges make law? Grodin argues
that in a sense they do, but only within a framework of constraints that make the process quite different from
legislative lawmaking. Moreover, the nature of judicial lawmaking varies from context to context, and it has
different dimensions in the state systems than in the federal. Finally, Grodin discusses the election process
which is used in most states to decide upon selection or retention of judges. He argues that elections pose a
threat to judicial independence, and he considers several alternatives to the current system. This engaging
book offers a fascinating look at the courts and will appeal to anyone interested in how judges think about
the law.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

The event that you get from In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice is a more
deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court
Justice giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of In Pursuit
of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice instantly.

Eric Reynolds:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this In Pursuit of
Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice.

Cedric Barnett:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice giving
you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better
life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Warner Gomez:

Beside this particular In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court Justice in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have In Pursuit of Justice: Reflections of a State Supreme Court



Justice because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!
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