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In the fall of 1899, Charles A.A. Dellschau (1830-1923), a retired butcher from Houston, embarked on a
project that would occupy him for more than 20 years. What began as an illustrated manuscript recounting
his experiences in the California Gold Rush became an obsessive project resulting in 12 large, hand-bound
books with more than 2,500 drawings related to airships and the development of flight. Dellschau's designs
resemble traditional hot air balloons augmented with fantastic visual details, collage and text. The hand-
drawn "Aeros" were interspersed with collaged pages called "Press Blooms," featuring thousands of
newspaper clippings related to the political events and technological advances of the period.
After the artist's death in 1923, the books were stored in the attic of the family home in Houston. In the
aftermath of a fire in the 1960s, they were dumped on the sidewalk and salvaged by a junk dealer. Eight
made their way into the collections of the San Antonio Museum of Art, the Witte Museum and the Menil
Collection; the remainder were sold to a private collector. Dellschau's works have since been collected by
numerous other museums including the American Folk Art Museum, the High Museum, the John Michael
Kohler Arts Center and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Like the eccentric outpourings of Adolf Wölfli,
Henry Darger and Achilles Rizzoli, these private works were not created for the art world, but to satisfy a
driving internal creative force. Dreamer, optimist and visionary, Charles Dellschau is one of the earliest
documented outsider artists known in America. This first monograph on Dellschau includes an essay by art
critic Thomas McEvilley, an essay by critic Roger Cardinal of the University of Kent, a text by James Brett
of the Museum of Everything in London, an essay by Tom Crouch of the Smithsonian Institution's Museum
of Air and Space, an essay by Barbara Safarova and a biographical overview by artist and independent
curator Tracy Baker-White.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Casale:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Charles Dellschau your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Charles
Dellschau giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Octavio Martin:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Charles Dellschau. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication
you can get many advantages.

Ronda Tollison:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Charles Dellschau or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Charles
Dellschau to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Maria Gray:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Charles Dellschau to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Charles Dellschau can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of their time.
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