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In nineteen finely honed, deftly realized short stories, Rebecca Rule crafts with gentle wit and striking clarity
a conglomeration of sometimes ragtag but always appealing small-town denizens, each of whom squares off
against a nemesis of a singular sort. With an eye for the signature detail, an ear for the rhythms of regional
speech, and a strong feel for the nuances of rural culture, Rule maintains a fine balance between humor and
pathos that prompted National Book Award winner Thomas Williams to comment, "Cold honesty gleams
from every careful sentence."

Twice nominated for the Pushcart Prize, Rule captures the essence of small-town New England life as she
paints with a sure hand the fallings-out and friendships, the trials and triumphs of the New England
microcosm. In "Yankee Curse," elderly Miranda knits placidly at a town meeting, pondering an amazing
string of unspoken invective against an enemy but stopping short at "a curse she would never levy, not even
on Mort Wallace: to live too long." In "Minna Runs for Selectman," a middle-aged woman's battlefield is
"the strange, incestuous politics of this eccentric little town" but her real opponent is her own insecurity. In
"Jim's Boat" a young couple wages a silent struggle over priorities in their marriage; in "Fishing with
George" a small girl worries that "there's a hole in our family that gets bigger every time" her parents argue;
and in the title story a mother copes with a hated neighbor through a sculpture that "makes her laugh the kind
of laugh that doesn't end in a sob." Children and grandmothers, trappers and college professors, lifetime
Yankees or transplanted Flatlanders: each finds the truth in Rule's observation that "revenge takes many
forms -- some of which can heal."
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From reader reviews:

Henry Jensen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Best Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of
New England) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer associated with The Best Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of
New England) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Best
Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Carolina Jones:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Best Revenge: Short Stories
(Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) as the daily resource information.

Conrad Degregorio:

Often the book The Best Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Phyllis Smith:

This The Best Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is brand new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this The Best Revenge: Short Stories (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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