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Christopher Phillips has brought to life a man, a story, and a voice lost in the din of competing post–Civil
War narratives that each claim a timeless divide between North and South. William Barclay Napton
(1808–1883) was an editor, lawyer, and state supreme court justice who lived in Missouri during the
tumultuous American nineteenth century. He was a keen observer of the nation’s sectional politics just as he
was a participant in those of his border state, the most divided of any in the nation, in the decades
surrounding the Civil War. This book tells the story of one man’s civil war, lived and waged within the
broader conflict, and the long shadows both cast.

But Napton’s story moves beyond the Civil War just as it transcends the formal political realm. His is a
fascinating tale of identity politics and their shifting currents, by which the highly educated former New
Jerseyite became the owner or trustee of nearly fifty slaves and one of the most committed and thoughtful of
the nation’s proslavery ideologues. That a “northerner” could make such a life transition in the Border West
suggests more than the powerful nature of slavery in antebellum American society. Napton’s story offers
provocative insights into the process of southernization, one driven more by sectional ideology and politics
than by elements of a distinctive southern culture.

Although Napton’s tragic Civil War experience was a watershed in his southern evolution, that evolution
was completed only after he had constructed a politicized memory of the bitter conflict, one that was
suffered nowhere worse than in Missouri. This war-driven transformation ultimately defined him and his
family, just as it would his border state and region for decades to come. By suffering for the South, losing
family and property in his defense of its ideals and principles, he claimed by right what he could not by birth.
Napton became a southerner by choice.

Drawn from incomparable personal journals kept for more than fifty years and from voluminous professional
and family correspondence, Napton’s life story offers a thoughtful and important perspective on the key
issues and events that turned this northerner first into an avowed proslavery ideologue and then into a full
southerner. As a prominent jurist who sat on Missouri’s high bench for more than a quarter century, he used
his politicized position to give birth to the New South in the Old West. Students, teachers, and general
readers of southern history, western history, and Civil War history will find this book of particular interest.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Boucher:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's
Private Civil War. Try to stumble through book The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's
Private Civil War as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Deborah Hart:

The book The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's Private Civil War can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's Private Civil War? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's
Private Civil War has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Tate:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's
Private Civil War to read.

Veronica Shriner:

Why? Because this The Making of a Southerner: William Barclay Napton's Private Civil War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency



and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.
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