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The early modern Roman countryside was a site of contestation between great aristocratic families and an
expanding papal political regime. Rarely has the role of the inhabitants of this landscape--the villagers--been
considered as part of that power struggle.
As Caroline Castiglione shows in this compelling revisionist work, one Roman aristocratic family, the
Barberini, was not squeezed out of governing by the extension of the papal bureaucracy, but rather became
increasingly engaged with it during the long eighteenth century. Through their participation in the rural
commune, villagers in an extensive territory belonging to the Barberini became active participants in the
governing of the countryside. Villagers cultivated and exploited interference from the aristocratic family and
the papal government, but they also kept urban elites at bay, defending their rights through the strategies of
adversarial literacy. Such literate practices drew on village mastery of local constitutions, debates in the
village assembly, and brilliant use of the legal system of the papacy to thwart the designs of the Barberini.
Later villagers created and interpreted sources for themselves, effectively challenging the elite monopoly on
making and interpreting texts.
A lost world of increasingly savvy villagers, irate nobles, and exasperated bureaucrats emerges here in an
engaging narrative that chronicles how seemingly marginalized villagers challenged the pragmatic control of
the Roman countryside, using texts and ideas that urban elites had exported to the countryside for other
purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Patrons and Adversaries:
Nobles and Villagers in Italian Politics, 1640-1760 can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Margaret Bonner:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Patrons and Adversaries: Nobles and Villagers in Italian Politics, 1640-1760 will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Leonard Jones:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Patrons and Adversaries:
Nobles and Villagers in Italian Politics, 1640-1760 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.

Jose Rivera:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Patrons and Adversaries: Nobles and Villagers in Italian Politics, 1640-1760.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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