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This is a lively and original book, which treats Western biomedical discourse about illness in Africa as a
cultural system that constructed "the African" out of widely varying, and sometimes improbable, materials.
Referring mainly to British dependencies in East and Central Africa in the late nineteenth to the mid-
twentieth century, it draws on diverse sources ranging from court records and medical journals to fund-
raising posters and "jungle doctor" cartoons. Curing Their Ills brings refreshing concreteness and dynamism
to the discussion of European attitudes toward their others, as it traces the shifts and variations in medical
discourse on African illness.

Among the topics the book covers are the differences between missionary medicine, which emphasized
individual responsibility for sin and disease, and secular medicine, which tended toward an ethnic model of
collective pathology; leprosy and the construction of the social role of "the leper"; and the struggle to define
insanity in a context of great ignorance about what the "normal African" was like and a determination to
crush indigenous beliefs about bewitchment.

The underlying assumption of this discourse was that disease was produced by the disintegration and
degeneration of "tribal" cultures, which was seen to be occurring in the process of individualization and
modernization. This was a cultural rather than a materialist model, the argument being that Africans were
made sick not by the material changes to their lives and environment, but by their cultural "maladaptation" to
modern life. The "scientific" discourse about the biological inferiority of "the African," traced by one school
of scientists to defects in the frontal lobe, makes painful reading today; it persisted into the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Curing Their Ills:
Colonial Power and African Illness that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness become your
starter.

William Keller:

Beside this Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Annetta Doucette:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African
Illness can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power
and African Illness.

David Gilbert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Curing Their Ills: Colonial
Power and African Illness.
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