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The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) holds a cherished position in English literary culture. The story
behind the creation of what is indisputably the greatest dictionary in the language has become a popular
fascination. This book looks at the history of the great first edition of 1928, and at the men (and occasionally
women) who distilled words and usages from centuries of English writing and “through an act of intellectual
alchemy captured the spirit of a civilization.”
The task of the dictionary was to bear full and impartial witness to the language it recorded. But behind the
immaculate typography of the finished text, the proofs tell a very different story. This vast archive,
unexamined until now, reveals the arguments and controversies over meanings, definitions, and
pronunciation, and which words and senses were acceptable—and which were not.
Lost for Words examines the hidden history by which the great dictionary came into being, tracing—through
letters and archives—the personal battles involved in charting a constantly changing language. Then as now,
lexicographers reveal themselves vulnerable to the prejudices of their own linguistic preferences and to the
influence of contemporary social history.
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From reader reviews:

David Wood:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English
Dictionary is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Paul Ring:

Typically the book Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary will bring one to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Lost for Words: The Hidden
History of the Oxford English Dictionary is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jessica Palmer:

This Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Lost for
Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Mary Linkous:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Lost for
Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary.
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