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Leonardo da Vinci was an Italian polymath whose areas of interest included invention, painting, sculpting,
architecture, science, music, mathematics, engineering, literature, anatomy, geology, astronomy, botany,
writing, history, and cartography. He has been variously called the father of paleontology, ichnology, and
architecture, and is widely considered one of the greatest painters of all time. Sometimes credited with the
inventions of the parachute, helicopter and tank, his genius epitomized the Renaissance humanist ideal.

Many historians and scholars regard Leonardo as the prime exemplar of the "Universal Genius" or
"Renaissance Man", an individual of "unquenchable curiosity" and "feverishly inventive imagination".
According to art historian Helen Gardner, the scope and depth of his interests were without precedent in
recorded history, and "his mind and personality seem to us superhuman, while the man himself mysterious
and remote". Marco Rosci, however, notes that while there is much speculation regarding his life and
personality, his view of the world was logical rather than mysterious, and that the empirical methods he
employed were unorthodox for his time.

Born out of wedlock to a notary, Piero da Vinci, and a peasant woman, Caterina, in Vinci in the region of
Florence, Leonardo was educated in the studio of the renowned Florentine painter Andrea del Verrocchio.
Much of his earlier working life was spent in the service of Ludovico il Moro in Milan. He later worked in
Rome, Bologna and Venice, and he spent his last years in France at the home awarded to him by Francis I.

Leonardo was, and is, renowned primarily as a painter. Among his works, the Mona Lisa is the most famous
and most parodied portrait and The Last Supper the most reproduced religious painting of all time, with their
fame approached only by Michelangelo's The Creation of Adam. Leonardo's drawing of the Vitruvian Man is
also regarded as a cultural icon, being reproduced on items as varied as the euro coin, textbooks, and T-
shirts. Perhaps fifteen of his paintings have survived. Nevertheless, these few works, together with his
notebooks, which contain drawings, scientific diagrams, and his thoughts on the nature of painting, compose
a contribution to later generations of artists rivalled only by that of his contemporary, Michelangelo.

Leonardo is revered for his technological ingenuity. He conceptualised flying machines, a type of armoured
fighting vehicle, concentrated solar power, an adding machine, and the double hull, also outlining a
rudimentary theory of plate tectonics. Relatively few of his designs were constructed or were even feasible
during his lifetime, as the modern scientific approaches to metallurgy and engineering were only in their
infancy during the Renaissance, but some of his smaller inventions, such as an automated bobbin winder and
a machine for testing the tensile strength of wire, entered the world of manufacturing unheralded. A number
of Leonardo's most practical inventions are nowadays displayed as working models at the Museum of Vinci.
He made substantial discoveries in anatomy, civil engineering, optics, and hydrodynamics, but he did not
publish his findings and they had no direct influence on later science.

Today, Leonardo is widely recognized as one of the most diversely talented individuals ever to have lived.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography.

Anthony Jarrard:

Here thing why this Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography in e-book can be your alternate.

Sheila Davis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Leonardo da Vinci:
A Biography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled
Leonardo da Vinci: A Biographyis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Robert Hensley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before.
The Leonardo da Vinci: A Biography giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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