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In 1965 English scientist James Lovelock had a flash of insight: the Earth is not just teeming with life; the
Earth, in some sense, is life. He mulled this revolutionary idea over for several years, first with his close
friend the novelist William Golding, and then in an extensive collaboration with the American scientist Lynn
Margulis. In the early 1970s, he finally went public with the Gaia hypothesis, the idea that everything
happens for an end: the good of planet Earth. Lovelock and Margulis were scorned by professional scientists,
but the general public enthusiastically embraced Lovelock and his hypothesis. People joined Gaia groups;
churches had Gaia services, sometimes with new music written especially for the occasion. There was a Gaia
atlas, Gaia gardening, Gaia herbs, Gaia retreats, Gaia networking, and much more. And the range of
enthusiasts was—and still is—broad.
           
In The Gaia Hypothesis, philosopher Michael Ruse, with his characteristic clarity and wit, uses Gaia and its
history, its supporters and detractors, to illuminate the nature of science itself. Gaia emerged in the 1960s, a
decade when authority was questioned and status and dignity stood for nothing, but its story is much older.
Ruse traces Gaia’s connection to Plato and a long history of goal-directed and holistic—or
organicist—thinking and explains why Lovelock and Margulis’s peers rejected it as pseudoscience. But Ruse
also shows why the project was a success. He argues that Lovelock and Margulis should be commended for
giving philosophy firm scientific basis and for provoking important scientific discussion about the world as a
whole, its homeostasis or—in this age of global environmental uncertainty—its lack thereof.
           
Melding the world of science and technology with the world of feeling, mysticism, and religion, The Gaia
Hypothesis will appeal to a broad range of readers, from students and scholars of the history and philosophy
of science to anyone interested in New Age culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

The book The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Gaia
Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a e-book The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet
(science.culture). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Royce Britton:

This book untitled The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Vera Harris:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Gaia Hypothesis:
Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Vicki Escalante:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet (science.culture). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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