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In 1823 William and Amanda Ferry opened a boarding school for Métis children on Mackinac Island,
Michigan Territory, setting in motion an intense spiritual battle to win the souls and change the lives of the
children, their parents, and all others living at Mackinac. Battle for the Soul demonstrates how a group of
enthusiastic missionaries, empowered by an uncompromising religious motivation, served as agents of
Americanization. The Ferrys' high hopes crumbled, however, as they watched their work bring about a
revival of Catholicism and their students refuse to abandon the fur trade as a way of life. The story of the
Mackinaw Mission is that of people who held differing world views negotiating to create a "middle-ground,"
a society with room for all.
     Widder's study is a welcome addition to the literature on American frontier missions. Using Richard
White's "middle ground" paradigm, it focuses on the cultural interaction between French, British, American,
and various native groups at the Mackinac mission in Michigan during the early 19th century. The author
draws on materials from the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions archives, as well as
other manuscript sources, to trace not only the missionaries' efforts to Christianize and Americanize the
native peoples, but the religious, social, and cultural conflicts between Protestant missionaries and Catholic
priests in the region. Much attention has been given to the missionaries to the Indians in other areas of the
US, but little to this region.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children
Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission, 1823-1837 book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Peter Mullins:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children
Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission, 1823-1837 can be good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Melvin Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children Encounter
Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission, 1823-1837 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Bernadine Parker:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Battle for the Soul: Mètis Children Encounter Evangelical Protestants at Mackinaw Mission,
1823-1837. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about



publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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